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Northern Ireland is entering a new era 


We have the opportunity to truly build a Union of People it 

we have the courage and vision to strive for better. We can, 
together, unite people regardless of religion, race, sexual 
orientation, class or traditional community background to build a 
better Northern Ireland. 


As Ulster Unionists we are offering a confident, positive, pro-union alternative that will work for 
everyone. 


Stormont must be invested in your future, connected, accessible and able to function at pace even 
during a crisis. 


The COVID-19 pandemic has shaped our society for over 2 years and itt is vital that we have 
politicians who are willing to work together. We must rebuild the NHS, boost economic recovery and 
tackle the rising cost of living. 


Northern Ireland’s new era requires fresh leadership. As Leader of the Ulster Unionist Party | am 
leading a team of exceptional candidates to deliver just that. They come from all walks of lite and 
all community backgrounds. They are united in wanting to contribute to an optimistic vision for 
Unionism that makes Northern Ireland work for everyone. 


In the last number of years the Ulster Unionist Party has demonstrated what competent, principled 
and cohesive leadership can achieve in our stewardship of the Health Department under Robin 
Swann. 


With your votes we can do more. We can bring that leadership to more Stormont Departments and 
vitally, we could lead Northern Ireland. 





Health 


There is no issue more important than the health and wellbeing of our people. 
During the political impasse of 2017-2020 the Ulster Unionist Party repeatedly 
highlighted the serious harm that was being inflicted on our increasingly 
beleaguered health service. 





Long before the conclusion of the last political talks we publicly committed that if given the 
opportunity we would take the health portfolio. Not for the first time, despite it being passed over by 
every other political party, the Ulster Unionist Party stepped forward and took the responsibility that 
others chose to dodge. 


The problems in January 2020 were clear — a demoralised worktorce, spiralling waiting lists, a lack 
of strategic vision or direction, and serious & repeated underinvestment in key services. Together 
those had all contributed to a system that was increasingly fragmented and struggling to adequately 
deliver services. 


This Party knew exactly what it wanted to do when we took up the portfolio. There were some 
immediate decisions that needed to be taken and there were some systemic issues that needed 
resolving. 


Within days there was real momentum, a renewed positivity building from across the system. Statt 
felt they had a Minister who was actually listening to them and there was a real focus on steps that 
needed to be taken to first slow and then ultimately reverse the trajectory of our spiralling waiting 
lists. 


Untortunately, early 2020 will torever be remembered for the onset of the Covid-19 global 
pandemic. The virus came with a devastating cost to Northern Ireland — emotionally, socially and 
also to the health and social care reforms that we all knew were so desperately needed. 
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of 1,325, delivering the largest increase to the NI nursing workforce ever seen. 


a: We established a new Executive Working Group on Mental Wellbeing, Resilience and 
Suicide Prevention to ensure the wider issue was taken on as a collective 
cross-departmental priority. 
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We published a major new Mental Health Strategy with 35 actions which set 
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We also created an innovative £16m Mental Health Support Fund that assisted 103 
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We delivered an additional £113m in-year pay award for health workers with many 
staff receiving up to a 4.5% top up in pay. This was on top of the £15m we had 
already invested in Trust charitable funds to support and enhance staff wellbeing. 


We launched the far-reaching reform of adult social care, which included 48 specific 
reform proposals. 


We secured the legislative banning of smoking in vehicles where children are present, 
as well as the sale of e-cigs to children. 


We transtormed Northern Ireland’s organ donation laws by bringing torward the 
legislation that at long last brought us into line with the rest of the soft opt-out systems 
across the United Kingdom, which will increase the number of organs available 

and ultimately help save countless lives. 


We developed a scheme that cleared the surgical cataract waiting lists. 


We oversaw the rollout of mega clinics in every Health and Social Care Trust resulting 
in over 6,000 consultations and procedures being completed on Saturdays & 
Sundays. 


We established the landmark Regional Trauma Network in recognition of the 
significant mental health impact the Troubles had on victims and survivors in Northern 
Ireland. 


We established rapid diagnostic centres to deliver earlier and faster access to 
diagnostic tests for all patients with suspected symptoms of cancer. 


We established a co-responding initiative between the Northern Ireland Fire & Rescue 
Service and the Northern Ireland Ambulance Service to allow on-call tiretighters to 
respond to cardiac arrest incidents in rural villages and towns 


We announced the establishment of two rapid diagnostic centres at Whiteabbey and 
South Tyrone hospitals and published the major 10 year Cancer Strategy with 60 
actions to deliver better access to diagnosis, treatment and care 


Rebuilding the health service 


In January 2020 Northern Ireland had some of the worst hospital waiting times in Europe. Far too 
many patients were being forced to wait for far too long. This was contributing to an increasingly 
unfair system whereby people who could afford to pay were treated quickly and those who couldn't 
were left to wait on increasing lists. Tragically — like virtually every other country in the world - the 
pandemic had a major impact on our already stretched hospital services. 
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It is now therefore more important than ever before that we recover from the harm caused and 
fully restore services as quickly as possible. However, it won't be enough to simply get back to 
pre-pandemic levels - we need to do more. Much more. 


The Ulster Unionist Party wants to see every single opportunity to increase our health service 
capacity maximised. This Party has already led the way by publishing the detailed 5-year 
Elective Care Framework which set out a range of short, medium term and long-term actions. 


If we are to sustainably rebuild our services we need to look at providing them very differently 
to how they were delivered before 2020. That includes much greater utilisation of theatre 
capacity by working longer into the evenings and weekends, supporting and properly 
incentivising the move towards a genuine 7 day a week health service, and delivering services 
at scale through the increased rollout of mega multi-disciplinary clinics wherever possible. 


If the pandemic has taught us anything it is that there is unquestionably a willingness from both 
patients and clinicians to travel longer distances if it means receiving care and support in a 
more timely manner. It is essential that the opportunities currently before us are not lost. 


Stabilising the workforce 


The greatest asset in the Northern Ireland Health Service is the staff that work within it. In the 
past however systemic staffing problems were either ignored or deliberately overlooked. 
Whilst the challenges presented by the pandemic heightened the pressures on the workforce, 
it didn’t cause them. For years prior to the pandemic staff were underpaid, overworked and 
left feeling increasingly under-valued. 


The repeated failure to deliver a better workforce plan in the period between 2014 to early 
2020 caused real and quantifiable harm. Given demand for health services was ever 
increasing and health conditions becoming increasingly complex, too few staff were being 
trained resulting in a record number of vacant posts. 


Unfortunately, staff burn-out and challenges to recruit and retain became increasingly more 
common. Expenditure on agency costs increased rapidly as Trusts struggled to find and 
appoint suitably qualified candidates. 


Instead of stumbling from one year to the next, with ad hoc increases to training provision, the 
UUP believes independently audited reports on workforce projections are necessary. These 
annual reports would look at expected healthcare demands for both 5 and 10 years’ time and 
would make clear recommendations as to what training numbers are necessary. It should be 
taken as read that any such recommendations should be implemented, especially if we are to 
avoid the obvious mistakes that have been made in the past. 


In the meantime the Ulster Unionist Party would take a number of steps to stabilise the 
workforce such as introducing a new ban on the use of off-contract agency workers once the 
immediate HSC pressures subside, stabilise the Trust non-clinical banks and introduce exit 
surveys for all staff leaving the HSC system to properly monitor the reasons for staff departure 
to assist with staff recruitment and retention. 
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direct referrals to secondary care and for rapid diagnostic tests, just as it made sense for GPs 

to become more closely involved with the delivery of urgent and emergency care. Now we must 
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We also know that no single service will suit everyone pertectly. Supporting someone with mental 
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ensure that services are person centred and easily moulded to individual circumstances. 

Finally, the UUP believes it’s now time for the delivery of mental health services to be reviewed and 
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The Cancer Strategy will set the strategic direction of cancer services for the next decade. Like so 
many elements of the Northern Ireland health service, cancer treatments were already in a difficult 
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Whilst many key cancer services were successtully shielded from the worst impacts of the pandemic, 
unfortunately we know the number of people presenting with suspected cancer symptoms 
decreased. It’s more important now than ever before that we have the necessary screening 
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consistent approach to cancer services across Northern Ireland. There is no reason whatsoever as to 
why any patient living in any part of Northern Ireland should experience unequal access to cancer 
diagnostics, care, treatment or support. Key to that the Ulster Unionist Party believes is greater 

(eo) | fo] exe) Reh ifola Melo cession aul m ololUlatelolal=\-ymnrelgel-i(-tomiUlatellalemrolmial-m-(e lel [Ieliolamermy Zell iialemilaat=melare male 
ersarolo) i ialaat-lalmerm acre] folate] melon ian ie\'Z-mel ate Mae] elle Mellolelalessiifomel fl alroce 


Jig-larepial-valialemalxeliismet-lad(a-merctelllaicole)i lia 
oTate me (-Tectfelaly 


AM at-m\ (o)aial=laalia=lcelatemmat-tellialsx-lav(ec mlm are) melal Naniat=m olfele |= m=)na] ellen =) au lall \ Colm iat=\aall la-v(e] aloha | Momo] omit 
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It is essential that areas of systemic failure or 
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Unionists cannot accept an internal border within the United Kingdom. There can be 
no border in the Irish Sea between Northern Ireland and Great Britain. The Ulster 
Unionist Party warned of the potential hazards of the Northern Ireland Protocol when 
the ‘Explanatory Note-UK proposals for an amended Protocol on Ireland/Northern 
Ireland’ of 2nd October 2019 was announced. We raised further concerns with the 
Protocol when the ‘Withdrawal Agreement’ was published on 17th October 2019. 


The Government Command Paper of 21st July 2021 setting out Her Majesty’s Government (HMG) 
latest assessment acknowledges the Protocol is not working as expected. This aligns with the Ulster 
Unionist concerns from 2019 and our desire to have no added friction either North/South or East/ 


West. 


It is with this in mind that the Ulster Unionist Party continues to look for common sense alternatives 
to the Protocol and, in particular, to ensure there will be no checks on goods travelling GB-NI that 
will be staying in Northern Ireland and not entering the Republic of Ireland and the European Union 
Single Market. 


Medicines 


Medicines must be immediately removed from the scope of the Protocol. If this is not dealt with 
Pharmaceutical companies will withdraw products in advance of the end of the derogation period 
due to their lead in times. This is a practical outworking of the Protocol and one that will attect 
every man, woman and child in Northern Ireland. There is a practical solution, and it must be 
implemented without delay. 
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Alternatives 


The Ulster Unionist Party believes that to maintain good relations with the European Union (EU) that 
all sides must strive for a common-sense solution to the problems created by the Protocol. This will 
address concerns about protecting the EU single market while at the same time protecting Northern 
lreland’s place within the United Kingdom’s internal market. 


Our proposals remain: 

° Create a new criminal offence to knowingly export goods designed for the UK Internal 
Market into the EU Single Market. This was previously proposed by the Ulster Unionist 
Party in 2019 and now forms part of the UK Command Paper. It creates legislation 
to protect the EU single market and prohibits, by law, anyone using Northern Ireland 
to undermine trade between the UK and EU. 

° Indemnity for a breach of the single market. The UK could undertake to indemnity the 
EU if it was found that Northern Ireland had been used to export non- 
compliant goods via the land border on the island of Ireland into the EU single 
market. 

° Set-up a compliance body Treaty with the Irish Republic in line with the existing 
structures. This will require some narrow additional devolved powers and will 
allow for both an educational role by visiting manutacturers and hauliers 
in both jurisdictions as well as checking the compliance of those exporting to or 
importing from the EU single market. It would mean using the Belfast Agreement as 
a tool to tix the problem in respect to cross-border trade by in essence devolving the 
issue to Northern Ireland to deal with, with the buy in of the UK and EU. 


Additional recommendations would include: 


° Bespoke SPS Treaty between the UK and EU. A bespoke arrangement could virtually 
eliminate much of the friction currently being experienced. 
° A labelling programme for goods coming from Great Britain to Northern Ireland. 


Quite simply this would means labelling products that are only bound for Northern 
lreland and not onto the EU single market as being for “UK sale only”. 

° UK legislation to ensure companies have a duty to ensure equality of provision to all 
regions of the UK. This is found in the Command Paper from July 2021 and is lifted 
from the Ulster Unionist Proposal from February 2021. 

° Provisions of Free Ports utilising the unique nature of Foyle Port along with the main 
sea ports at Larne, Belfast and Warrenpoint. This would not be an extravagant ask as 
the Free Port would cover separate services in each location allowing for 
a reduced footprint. 


Conclusion 


The Ulster Unionist Party wants to create solutions to the problems that we face with the Protocol. 

It is clear there are some benefits of having access to the EU single market but it cannot be at the 
detriment to our relationship with the UK internal market. As it stands the Protocol does not protect 
the Belfast Agreement but instead damages its tine balance creating divisions and frictions. 


It is understood there needs to be some form of trading treaty between the UK and EU but this can 
be achieved though common sense, pragmatic solutions that neither agitate nor undermine either 
the EU single market or the UK internal market. 
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our fellow citizens waking up every morning with no proper sense of purpose in their lives, going 
to bed without the feeling they are living productive, tultilling lives. The Ulster Unionists believes 
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Causeway Coast and Glens Growth Deal — will potentially deliver £1.3 billion 
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our universities to create breakthrough technologies, products and services. 


Back Rates Relief - Ulster Unionists supported the recent extension of Business Rates 
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We also supported small businesses receiving a discount of between 20% and 50%, 
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We will press for turther support for rates relief for businesses in the next Assembly. 
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We envision the Job Skills Fund should have representatives from government, 
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a year. 


Review Invest NI and the Strategic Investment Board - Ulster Unionists are 
concerned that Invest NI is not properly focused on strategic sectors like Green Tech 
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with the Chair of the review, Sir Michael Lyons. During the next Assembly we will 
ensure Invest NI is fit for purpose and correctly targeting key economic sectors. 
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technology research announced by Westminster and we will ensure that the 
next Executive leverages this to ensure Northern Ireland becomes a hub for 
‘Green Tech’ and world-leaders in wind power, hydrogen, electric 

vehicles, green ships and other technologies. 


Reduce Corporation Tax - Northern Ireland isn’t yet ready for the devolving of tax 
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and stove-piped structure that can’t even spend all the money that is allocated to it. 
And hasn't for a decade. 


The Ulster Unionists objective, over the next mandate, will be to demonstrate that 
Northern Ireland can manage its monies, that we can make the transformation in 
skills and infrastructure, and if we are to gain any advantage trom our dual-market 
access, progress towards 15% Corporation Tax. 


Establish ‘Freeport Northern Ireland’ - UK government policy is to establish 
freeports across the United Kingdom. We believe that Northern Ireland must 

have a Freeport and, due to the geographical situation of Northern Ireland and the 
etfects of the Northern Ireland Protocol, all ports and airports in NI should be 
designated freeports. This would mean the benefits of a freeport would stretch trom 
Londonderry in the north-west to Aldergrove in the centre, to Warrenpoint in the 
south-east and up to Belfast and Larne on the east coast. 


We also believe a ‘Trusted Trader’ scheme could be established that would enable 
businesses outside of the secure port zones to avail of processing relief at zero tarift 
rates and spread the benefit of a Freeport across Northern Ireland. 


Review Public Appointments - All public appointees work hard and are worthy 
of their appointment. However, Ulster Unionists are concerned that not enough 
publicly appointed non-executive directors (NEDs) are from the private sector, 

that some appointees hold positions on multiple public boards simultaneously and 
that others cycle through one board to another. 


We will ensure that the next Executive prepares guidance on public board 
appointments that will ensure a wider selection of directors, ban multiple 
appointments and stop re-cycling of individuals from public board to public board. 


Support Workers Rights - Ulster Unionists are committed not just to wealth 
creation and supporting business but also protecting workers rights. 


We believe that access to good jobs, where workers have a voice, a decent income, 
security of tenure, satisfying work in the right quantities and decent working conditions 
should be integral to public policy given how this contributes to better health and 
wellbeing by tackling inequalities, building self-efficacy and combating poverty. 

Ulster Unionists will work closely with the trade union movement as well as business 
representatives to build a better, prosperous and fair Northern Ireland. 
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High quality infrastructure is vital to Northern Ireland’s economic prosperity. There 
are significant deficiencies in our current infrastructure and there will be further 
challenges in the future. 


Northern Ireland needs to take radical action to remedy historical underinvestment in infrastructure, 
respond to the climate emergency, prepare tor UK Net Zero targets and create an environment 
conducive to economic growth and prosperity. 


Ulster Unionists will: 


° Establish an independent Infrastructure Commission - which would provide 
an annual Infrastructure Assessment to the Stormont Executive, additional reports as 
needed and an Annual Monitoring Report. A recent Ministerial Advisory Panel 
has concurred with the UUP that a NI Infrastructure Commission is needed but 
only vague promises have been made so far by the Minister. 


The UK’s National Infrastructure Commission (NIC) as currently constituted has only 
responsibility for Northern Ireland where intrastructure responsibilities of Westminster 
and Stormont interact. The UUP would like to see a discrete unit dedicated to NI set 
up within the NIC, to be located in Belfast, funded by and reporting to Stormont which 
would provide robust, well-evidenced and independent advice on infrastructure needs 
in Northern Ireland. 


° Overhaul the Planning System — our planning system must be overhauled to 
enable much needed investment in housing, intrastructure and carbon reduction 
technologies. Ulster Unionists will introduce a statutory requirement for pre- 
application discussions tor major and regionally signiticant applications, put 
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or tail to respond substantively, within the timescales that all parties have previously 
agreed to. 
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Regional Strategic Transport Network Transport Plan. We will seek to expedite the Al 
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road. We will support moves to extend the Glider service to North Belfast and will 
explore options for new train stops. 


- the Ulster Unionist Party deplores the 
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Complete Un-Adopted Roads - Un-adopted roads are those roads that the 
Department of Infrastructure has not taken ownership of after a housing development 
has been completed or, more usually, those roads that a developer has not finished 
to the required standard because the development was not completed, or the 
developer went bankrupt during construction. 


Ulster Unionists are concerned that there are nearly 3,000 un-finished and un- 
adopted roads in Northern Ireland, with as much as £100m of bonds extant. 

We are disappointed at the Dept. of Infrastructure’s tardiness to pursue the bond 
issuers and have roads and essential infrastructure completed and adopted as public 
facilities. 


We will prioritise the completion of un-adopted roads in the next Assembly and will 
target the Dept. of Infrastructure to actively seek to draw down bonds. If the 
Department does not have the resources to adequately ensure bond drawdowns, we 
will direct the Department to explore alternative methods to achieve drawdown and 
enable completion of roads and vital infrastructure. 


Clear the MOT Backlog - the MOT test system is essential to ensure public safety 
and the road worthiness of vehicles. Ulster Unionists are concerned at the continued 
failure of the infrastructure department to ensure timely MOT tests — the delay is now 
over four months and shows no sign of abating. 


Ulster Unionists are proposing that Temporary Exemption Certificates (used at the 
height of the pandemic) be used again to allow for the backlog to be cleared. As soon 
as the pressure on the system is relieved, we would expect the testing schedule to 
revert to the present system of testing at 4 years and every year thereafter. 


We will also have the Department explore the option of allowing private garages to 


deliver MOT testing, under a strict compliance and oversight system as operates in 
Great Britain. 
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The education of our children has been a priority of the Ulster Unionist Party since the 
founding of Northern Ireland one hundred years ago. From the first Ulster Unionist 
Education Minister Lord Londonderry in 1921 to the last, Basil Mclvor in 1974 we have 
attempted to create a religiously united school system. Now, 23 years after the Belfast 
(Good Friday) Agreement it is finally time to properly unite our schools and establish 
a multi-denominational single education system that is efficient, fit for purpose and 
capable of preparing our young people for the modern world. 


Ulster Unionists will: 
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Establish A Single Education System - Ulster Unionists believes the current 
Controlled education sector is the best example of the way forward for a single 
education system for Northern Ireland. 


The Controlled sector is large, diverse open to all and multi-denominational. 
Wholly tunded and ‘controlled’ by the state it already educates nearly 150,000 
young people across 552 schools and employs 8,700 teachers. Many different 
schools are provided for — nursery, primary, secondary, grammar, special, 
Integrated and Irish-medium. All recent surveys show that educational 

quality and a school close to home rate as the top priorities for parents when 
choosing a school. The controlled sector model and its success in attracting 
pupils from a diverse background (61% protestant, 10% catholic, 29% other) 
whilst prioritising educational quality and shows what can be achieved. 


All state-funded schools should be placed in a newly created ‘United’ system with 
a re-invigorated Education Authority as the sole agency responsible for the provision 
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The Ulster Unionist Party has been working closely with young persons’ mental 
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some children have lost stamina in reading and writing, some have lost physical 
fitness and others show signs of mental distress, including an increase in eating 
disorders and self-harm. Ofsted also expressed concern about children who were out 
of sight during school closures, with falling referrals to social care teams raising tears 
that domestic neglect, exploitation or abuse was going undetected. 


Ulster Unionists will ensure that a detailed, multi-year and properly funded plan is 
prepared by the Dept. of Education to overcome the learning gap created by 
the pandemic and implemented urgently. 


Research Post Primary Transfer - Ulster Unionists value our Grammar schools 
and accept that a form of post primary transter is necessary. We welcome the recent 
interim announcement that a single common post-primary transfer test is to replace 
the current two. 


Notwithstanding our support for Grammar Schools, we would like research to be 
conducted to see if a new method of transferring Year 7 pupils based on continual 
assessment of pupils is possible. We believe that through our strategy “A Better 
Start For ALL’ and the creation of a digital pupil profile, that a methodology can be 
created to ensure each pupil goes to the school best suited for them without a high 
stakes test at age 10-11. 


Review Secondary School Funding - Secondary schools provide the backbone 

of education and skills development for the majority of pupils across the sector. There 
can be no doubt that in recent years Secondary schools have not been supported nor 
recognised regarding the tremendous work they do and the continued educational 
standards they produce against a backdrop of continued financial pressures. 


The Ulster Unionist Party believes a review of the buildings, tacilities and staffing is 
needed into the secondary sector and investment re-directed where it is most needed. 
Therapeutic environments are conducive to good learning and excellent examples of 
transformation and regeneration exist which we will build on by identifying good/ 
best practice and ensuring that schools both - urban and rural - are supported and 
championed. 


Support Our Teachers - Ulster Unionists value the outstanding work our teachers 
and support staff do in our schools. We are particularly appreciative of the special 
effort they have put in during the pandemic. 


We want to give practical support to teachers and in the next Assembly we will be 
calling tor more Continuous Personal Development (CPD) (or Teachers Professional 
Learning (TPL) as sometimes called) to be available to teachers and that it be better 
funded and better delivered than at present. 


Pedagogy, the theory and practice of learning, must also be given greater emphasis 
within our education system and Ulster Unionists will be pressing for teachers to have 
greater access to new methods of teaching and more encouragement and funding to 
avail of it. 
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Provide for Lifelong Learning - nothing stays the same for long in the modern 
world and we can no longer rely on having a job for life or earn a living in the same 
company or sector all our working lives. 


Our children must be taught to recognise this, and our education system needs to be 
re-calibrated to support litelong learning not just GCSE’s and A levels. 

Ulster Unionists want a new strategy for sixth form and 14—19-year-olds that takes 
this into account in the context of Further Education opportunities and the wider Skills 
Agenda in business and commerce. 


We will make Lifelong Learning a key component of our Education policy in the next 
Assembly. 


Examine Free School Meals for Primary School Children - Ulster Unionists will 
have the Dept. for Education conduct a review of Free School Meals during the next 
Assembly with a view to providing a free meal every day to all primary age children. 


A daily Free School Meal tor every child would enable Northern Ireland to start 
tackling child poverty and ensure that no child goes hungry. Broader benefits would 
include increasing healthy eating across the whole school, widening the range of food 
pupils eat, enhancing social skills at mealtimes, and improvements to conduct 

and achievement. 


Universal free school meals for young learners would also go some way to achieving 
Net Zero targets through prioritising local food producers. 

Eligibility tor Free School Meals is an important indicator of social disadvantage for 
many government policies and strategies, but we are confident that other measures 
can be devised for this. 


Reduce the Cost of School Uniforms - school uniforms help foster a sense of 
belonging and unity, improve discipline and remove the peer pressure on pupils to 
wear the latest fashions. 


However, school uniforms can become unaffordable for some parents if the school 
unitorm policy specities clothing that is expensive, difficult to source or only available 
from a narrow list of suppliers. 


Statutory guidance by the Dept. tor Education on 
school uniforms can ensure that parents will 

not have to think about the cost of a school uniform 
when choosing which school to apply for, make 
sure that branded items are kept fo a minimum and 
that cost and value for money are given the highest 
priority when schools are appointing suppliers. 


Ulster Unionists will bring forward legislation that will 
give the Department tor Education powers to issue 
statutory guidance on school uniforms similar to 
recent legislation in England, if unnecessary burdens 
continue to be placed on parents. 


Communities 





We want to play our part in achieving true gender equality. We want to create 
a world where woman have equal opportunities, equal pay, are protected from 
discrimination and are safe and respected. We will: 
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Housing 
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Northern Ireland deserves better. 


Ulster Unionists will: 
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° Emphasise Housing in the Executive - we will make Housing a stand-alone issue 
in the new Programme for Government (PfG) and ensure multi-year budgets are 
agreed. 


° Use Public Sector Land for Social Housing - suitable land and tor housing 
development is scarce in Northern Ireland and we will mandate the Executive 
to have all government bodies and departments search their property portfolios 
for suitable, un-used land and buildings to release at cost price for social and 
atfordable housing developments. 


° Mutualise NI Water - infrastructure under-investment over many years is a huge 
block to new social and affordable housing developments and elsewhere in this 
document we set out how we will reform NI Water to enable it to direct massive, 
multi-year and sustainable investment into Northern Ireland’s water and sewage 
services. 


° Fund Decarbonisation of Social Housing - Ulster Unionists are committed to 
Climate Change mitigation and supporting the UK’s target of Net Zero by 2050. 
The UK government at Westminster has launched a £3.84bn Social Housing 
Decarbonisation Fund and we will demand that the next Executive ringtences 
Northern Ireland's share of this fund, working towards a Net Zero carbon future while 
also supporting local jobs and businesses. 


° Reform the Northern Ireland Housing Executive (NIHE) - by separating its 
regulatory function from housing management and development. We believe the 
NIHE should be structured so that it can raise private sector finance leveraging 
its assets and rent roll. Monies raised can then be invested in upgrading existing stock 
and building new social and affordable housing, creating a virtuous circle. 


Additionally, we will launch a review of the current system of housing needs 
assessment by the NIHE to ensure there is a fair assessment of all areas and the real 
housing needs in each area. 


° Build More Private Homes - Ulster Unionists will implement the recent Housing 
Strategy with an aim to build at least 9,500 private homes per year for the 
next 15 year. We will also enhance Co-Ownership Housing’s investment plans 
and press for a new category of Intermediate Rent of high quality, well managed, 
atfordable homes for rent for tenants who cannot or do not wish to access home 
ownership. 


Cost of Living Crisis and Fuel Poverty 


The Russian Federation’s war on Ukraine will inevitably produce a new world order. While the shape 
of things to come may take time to become clear, the impact on the cost of living is immediately 
apparent. This will impact everyone’s standard of living, with the vulnerable worst aftected. 


The Ulster Unionist Party believes there is much that government can do to help at council, regional 
and national level. The UK Government can address issues such as energy costs. We support the 
lowering of fuel duty for all, with an additional rebate for essential users, not least carers who travel 
extensively to provide vital support to those who are unable to look after themselves. 
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At Assembly level, we should ensure home heating oil provision comes under the remit of the Utility 
Regulator of Northern Ireland, ensuring parity of regulation with gas and electricity. The Assembly 
must also work in tandem with local councils to identify need, tailoring support packages for those 
most exposed to the impact of the cost of living. 


Ulster Unionists have long been concerned at fuel poverty and its effect on those on low incomes. 
We have consistently called for the Communities Minister to establish a Fuel Poverty Task Force and 
will ensure one is set-up early in the new mandate. We will also work to have the GB ‘Warm Homes 
Discount’ rolled out in Northern Ireland, in addition to the Winter Fuel Payment. The Warm Homes 
Discount is a sum of money credited to an electricity (and in some circumstances gas) account of the 
eligible recipient. In winter 2021/2022 this amounted to £120. 


We will: 
° Ensure Home Heating is brought under remit of the Utility Regulator 
° Work in tandem with local councils to identify need and tailor packages 
° Call on Westminster to lower fuel duty for all, with additional rebate for essential 
users, not least care workers 
° Establish a Fuel Poverty Task Force 
° Work to introduce ‘Warm Homes Discount’ to Northern Ireland 


Standalone Loneliness Strategy 


We have called on the Executive to appoint a lead 
Department to take forward a standalone loneliness 
strategy. 


Loneliness can affect any one of us, young or old and we 
want to see the development of a meaningful intervention 
through a properly resourced strategy. It was already a 
problem for many people prior to the pandemic, but the 
impact of the lockdowns and work from home advice 
brought the issue of loneliness and isolation to the fore tor 
many more as social connections for almost all of society were impacted. 





This is an issue which cuts across all age groups, social classes and political or religious affiliations 
and our call tor a standalone loneliness strategy should be supported by all parties. 


Making Northern Ireland Accessible 


Ulster Unionists support the introduction of Changing Places Toilet (CPT) facilities in Northern 
lreland and will initiate the necessary legislation. England already has over 1,500 facilities which 
meet the needs of people with profound and multiple learning disabilities as well as people with 
other physical disabilities such as spinal injuries, muscular dystrophy and multiple sclerosis. 


Further to our support for CPT facilities we will set up a £5m Accessibility fund to ofter Northern 


Ireland councils match funding to adapt and improve access to non-residential buildings and 
premises for disabled people. 
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Convention on the Rights of People with Disabilities (UNCRPD) as ratified by the UK in 2006. 

We will: 


° Talixetelle-M @ alolate|| atom mlole-sm [ve] tsi (ohifolalm rom \(o)aial-leals [a-1(el ale! 

° Set-up up a £5m Accessibility Fund to adapt and approve access to buildings for 
ol f<Xe] e)=Yo Mm ef-to) el (=) 

° Review the Disability Discrimination Act 1995 with a view to updating 


CToTialelifaremc-tellrenitela 


ime) au pates-1m oX-Xe)e)(-Melelanle) fale m i mom alolaaal(=scme]alom=lal[oyco]o)(-Melol hina elUlmrol memento] | Maaliateainmimacla 
become addictive and devastate tamilies. The Institute tor Public Policy Research (IPPR) has 

eral faale]iztem ats wcvolel[o] Meves-m Come loy'Z=1aalaat=1a) melo kesscMi lal- i ©) Quucolan o)gele)(=\namelelanle)ilale Micm ol-1Nnis\-1ale SP Aele) 
aaliiitelamel alee a Wan oll i IfolaMm (atstollinvanyZ-litelaomelateM=lanle) Co) Zaal-\almmarolelciiave Pelavomeial aaliavel MiUliile=)melelollars mints 
pone Ma o)] I iKolamel=val=)aeon(=\omige)palol-ililaleMolaromelolanliate Mel ULi(-<ce 


IM at=WXctsr-1anl e)\amarelcma=ve=lali al ele lsscic1o Mm aaleLeialm al=-ve (comm (-Ye] TI (ol [folalm o)aiarel] ole] | hvarere)ala=laalialemial-Ma-iie) game)! 
oy X= Vali ale Mm arele] eyan olay4=Me gen Z-mel ate Me) exeloniiave Mm ial=WelenZ=laalaal=\al mcm elon\\i-) ee) mm a-ie Ul (oh ifolam rola elaneiree] 
efoto) .danlol <-15-Jun olUimantela-micmal=\-\e(-1eP 


NmmEMTalicvare(oroM ale lm atom al=>4matsx-100] 0) Nareolarsi(o(=\acmUlaial-iam(-Yor rile lilolamacvelolcellatemiat-Melelanle)ifalemiarel¥siiay 
and Ulster Unionists are supportive of this. We will: 
° mts} co]e) | 1a Mom ©7elnalo){ialem Oxelpalaalisire)aMemnZ-m ol-1(-\.cm late] memelolanlo)|falema-te ll (ol (olmeialelel (elm ol— 
rsaro]o) ft jatsvo mam N (ela ial=\aaMla=)(elaleMelarem will M0lelo(=s1malolmiat-m @7elnale)iialem @xelaalanlisicelay 
Valle aMelelag-lalinaceve[OlCel (ccm ale {vale 0le] Wel alo Ml eLI-t]al-s-t31--m i alolm ©) Kenule(-Melolnale)iialem lames a-\el | 
SYaicoliapmlarellelol lave Mm iat-M\ (ol iloyalol Mm oyi(-\a’Airc)aLolUlrol aloNZoM iM a-)palim=>4i-lale(-re Mm (omeo)-1am |B 


° MTaalimmd.<qrem @Xele lcm st-11ilate mm (-Tanaliare] (mm @)ed fc) mem lalssi-Maaloloialiat=tom aleNZoW ol-\>1a les alenZ0 Me 
oXoM alow antessimel-s] aU lollhi- Molden molmelelanle)iiatemsiinmasve=lalm ©zelanlolllalom @xolanlaaltscilelamaccicvel cen 
R=\ZXe] late mel aatel ah Vale lsio)lOb,-Me) im @) 50M e)(o)\-16-meo] aM o)gole)(-aameolmne] miats) aelelanle)(=\s-ea lms 
olive [gele=iiU] mintoim \Colaial=lgaM ia-velalemellan=\ali\alale lmao [[aaliicme)amanted<ianlelaaiirel <-melam m@)si [- 
and Ulster Unionists will legislate to limit stakes to £2 in line with Great Britain. 


° NeYolU] (oho @lalilatcm rolaalolilate Mem Z-MNAll Mel kom-laliela-miUlaial-larelolanle)ilatem (-Yorilenilolamee)alceli als 
nalcteliU]aeycm comm a-to10) (oh (-Moyalilat-Melelanle)iialeMeolarem ialolms-)int-><ol|Ulci(o)alvoal-lanl-1me] alone] el-lalel | ale! 
(efo] oe) o} ike) almeolx=Maalelate(oico)avmrolem clere).<nalel <-le-me mam G1 55 


TU ota -vel(olaelmaetelte 


moto) sole] | MIcme =! a'al oe) el0](o] aij ofolamlam lol aial-iae 
lreland as evidenced by the success of the IFA 
aalslamsmelaleincolaals\amomsslallolan(cvelaavmialsmncelaler 

ire] antelUlom @1a-\-1a mel alom A Aalii(sWAUsnaN al CA C7ANAL VOI 
olalomectiare|iale Mci0] ©) elola(-lacme]alemeole) au lolalomiial-Melm-)ii> 
players like George Best, Pat Jennings, 

IN Yoyaante lam Adalicesirel-melale mm Bron dom m(=to] VA 


SSNS 


~~ 


WNC) AY 





Back in 2011 the NI Executive first agreed to provide tunding for the redevelopment of sub-regional 
ireXo}i ele] | Mel cole lates Fam olUlm inl iM aletswil late) mate] e) el-lal-vop 


iM at-WaalelaoMasve-lalim Ni-\wal BX=cerolo(-FaNI-\ a AN 0) 0) Kole lol ale (-te] Mol [romero] |(=to rol mul ani=s1ian(=)almlamcereyiclel | Mcirelol(om ol0), 
ofolelfamiat=m BLOlveslialaMm=liaieo)alice)i(=\om = <-\oUhINZ-m alo lcmcel]{-te Mm (omel=1Ihi-16 


° UTI vam Ol allel alicicm dil ela lolalitsom lalsMasiielaelicialan(=\alMolmci0lolac-tollolale] Mci(elel(oMelelges-imN (olaialsian 
Ireland in the new Assembly and will ensure the release of the promised £36.2m in 
Ul arel laren 


SH alilela lame gelal-laclm alate 


Id at-Mel-\ohiaMe)MoMelall(oMIMeMel-\colvelilale MN A-1al meme lal ancelanlihvael atom ialoMees1mel ale MolgelolaliseiilolamolmemiUlal-ice] 
oo] alm of=Mon'Z= land als)[aaliale Macolan ele] a-lalicym ele] silo] ola\amiatey-Mialel mel g-Mela (enw aleve) aal-sp 


UII (Yam Ol avroyalicicsm alenZom (olalemelgel0i-to Minto] Mom @lali(olg-\am melal-1co] i mUlavom(@1m a) -ja(ol0] (ol el-MX-) m0] oo) 
Stormont whereby all fees for burials and cremations would be waived by local councils and met 
Hatsi(syolo i o)vaniUlatellaveimice)aale)(olaanto)al Mah a\-M Gi Ol mm Wol0] (eM e] Xo 0) gon id[ol- Mare) melt Yolel[o} (to M=40\-lali- Fm arellCleliare 
als Meol/IKe) Me MGe)ilaveS algelele Melmeels.<-1h 


The CFF would run in parallel with the Social Fund Funeral Expenses Payment scheme which 

lato] o){=s¥m 1-1 e-Xo) atmo) ame lO le] [iav/1ale mm ol-lal-1i meme] ©) °) Nancommilalolarel(e] M10] 0) eLe)amrolmmomol¥lgto] Meolmrelg-lealelifo)ama | 
Km alolam->.4el-rei(-Yo mm lao] Mol(ol[antsmocole] (oll o-Maaloo(-MUlate(-1au ofo)iaMcolal-lpai-sPamol0l Mm lato mUlal- ike] =< el-lalsy-omerolal-laale 
aatohvat=varole)(= Wiel aiat-lerexo)aliaieleii(olalcm (omen iUlal-\cel 


PNaWance aati axevarorosiiate mm Comaalel.<-Mint-Mielal-1cel melacelate|-lan\-lalcmiatslaasi-ihiccwm sl alolelmUsiiare Mem Ulal-1ce] Mell a-\oi (ole 
VolU] (eM ef=Meo]el(-Mei(ollaaiel|a=\eli hare) mu ial-Melstsexelle] (-1e M=>.40l-1al\-tcm o] ke) le(=tom role) anlal-m Ola 


WiN(eMo]g-M 0) {-Yolsr-Xo Mm ato] miat=m BL-) ele] arnal- ial me) a Oxolaalanle]aviit-ssm alolsm olcole le] al mrelaniol com ialicm e)Ke) ofes-ce] lato) a IN 
oL-1Ko]A-Melolanare al melo] Nieto p 














The farming and the agri-foods industries are vital to Northern Ireland and to the 
wider United Kingdom. We send nearly half our produce to Great Britain and feed 10 
million people across the UK annually. 


The agri-food sector is critical to rural areas and balanced regional development, with the recent 
independent review of the sector finding that 86% of agri-food processors are based outside Belfast 
and almost 26,000 tarm businesses operate in rural settings. 


Ulster Unionists greatly value the contribution our farmers make to society, and we are determined 
to support our rural communities. 


We will use the next Assembly to: 


Develop a productive, progressive agriculture and fishing industry focused on 
profitability, sustainability, and resilience. 


Support the production of high-quality climate friendly food while transitioning to 
a net zero carbon society where agriculture and the environment can thrive in 
harmony whilst sustaining rural communities and businesses. 


Invest in science, technology, knowledge transfer and training, to give farmers the 
tools to become more efficient and sustainable and to support the unique tamily farm 
structure in Northern Ireland. 


Utilise data capture and processing to underpin and evidence the environmental 
credentials of the industry to position Northern Ireland as a viable, profitable, 
environmentally sustainable agri-food region, capitalising on our soil as a valuable 
asset. 


° Grow a circular economy linking farming, food, energy, and health, delivering green 
growth and exploring new opportunities in areas such as natural fibres and bio- 
composites. 


° Work with the industry and stakeholders to ensure farmers’ opinions on climate 
change and the environment are properly considered by policy makers to deliver on 
all pillars of sustainability; economic, environmental, and social. 


The Climate Emergency 
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The Ulster Unionist Party has declared a Climate Emergency and joined with other parties to put 
forward a Climate Change Bill. Northern Ireland has been the only part of the UK not to have 
Climate Change legislation and the Bill would have mandated the Northern Ireland Assembly 
and Executive to prepare Climate Action Plans and join with the rest of the UK in Climate Change 
mitigation. 


Subsequently, the Dept. of Agriculture, Environment Rural Aftairs (DAERA) Minister brought forward 
a second, official Climate Change bill and Ulster Unionists worked to amalgamate both bills to 
ensure a ‘best of all worlds’ final legislative solution. We were disappointed that the final bill did not 
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Justice 


The Ulster Unionist Party has always been a Party of law and order, no ifs, buts or 
maybes. 


One of the key components of any liberal democracy Is its adherence to the rule of law and a 
properly functioning justice system. 


For the system to operate as intended, it must inspire and retain public confidence. 
Ulster Unionists will: 

° Reinforce the Police - Ulster Unionists remember the many men and women who 
served in the Royal Ulster Constabulary, especially those who paid the ultimate 
sacrifice to keep Northern Ireland safe from those intent on its destruction. 

We continue in our support for delivering the headcount of 7,500 officers proposed by 
the Independent Commission for Policing in Northern Ireland over twenty years ago 
(“A New Beginning: Policing in Northern Ireland”. September 1999). 

We believe that 500 additional police officers should be recruited over the next 3 
years, in addition to the normal recruitment to replenish leavers, and will be pressing 
for this target to be properly financed in the next Assembly’s multi-year budget. 

° Speed Up the Courts - there is a widespread public perception that courts are too 
often reluctant to impose sentences that fit the crime. Even when stronger sentences 
are available, courts all too often impose sentences at the lower end of the scale. 


The public is also lett frustrated at the ease with which bail is granted and the number 
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of defendants with multiple convictions who regard prison as an occupational 
inconvenience. 


Deterrence seems an alien concept to our system. 


Ulster Unionists will press for stronger sentences particularly for habitual, violent re- 
offenders and work to speed up the administration of justice and the time between 
arrest and sentencing. 


Stand By Victims - all too often victims have been regarded as an afterthought by 
our justice system, as the focus turns to the ‘rights’ of the victim makers. 


Victims need to see a change in culture within the justice system whereby the State is 
seen to be fulfilling its duty of protecting law abiding citizens, the police solve crimes, 
courts hand out meaningful sentences and victims are given the support they need. 


The Ulster Unionist Party enthusiastically campaigned for the full implementation of 
the Hart recommendations for victims and survivors of Historical Institutional Abuse, 
as we did for the WAVE Trauma Centre’s call for a bespoke payment scheme for those 
injured in our Troubles. We again support WAVE’s call for a full consultation on 

the options WAVE proposes for greater recognition for those bereaved in contlict- 
related incidents. 


Initiate Legislation - the Assembly has proved painfully slow at passing long 
overdue legislation on key issues, not least with regard to Hate Crime and stalking. 


We must be proactive in updating local legislation in line with best practice elsewhere 
where obvious gaps are identified, such as Charlotte’s law. 


Oppose an Amnesty - 24 years after the Belfast Agreement, the Legacy of the 
Troubles continues to cast a shadow over Northern Ireland. 


We have been consistent in our opposition to the to the Stormont House Agreement 
legacy proposals because we believe them to be tundamentally flawed for a number 
of reasons, one of which was that they would represent a de facto amnesty for all 
crimes up to, but not including murder. 


We do not support the Government's current proposals which would amount to 

an amnesty for all Troubles related offences. We realise that the prospects of 
successful prosecutions dwindle with the passing of time — some cases are 

more than half a century old - but we would never seek to deny families the prospect 
of getting a measure of justice, and therefore we do not support an amnesty of any 
sort. 


It would appear that Truth and Justice have become new theatres of conflict. We are 
determined to prevent the rewriting of history whereby the State, the police and the 
Army are made out to be the villains of the Troubles and not the Terrorists who were 
responsible for 90 per cent of Troubles related deaths. 
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Almost 25 years on from the Belfast Agreement, it is incomprehensible that so- 
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We want to see our Prison Service given the resources they need - including personnel 
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